
Not every garden can afford room for a traditional pond.   But most  can afford a little space—a wall 

ledge, in a nook on the patio, or even as a centrepiece on the picnic table, in which to create a  

container pond. A small water feature will complement your garden by increasing sensory  

stimulation, broadening the selection of plants grown as well as providing shelter and a Ȭdrop-in 

drinks serviceȭ for wildlife.  However, do be aware of safety implications of having an accessible  

water feature. 

Keep it simple and avoid fussy electrics and maintenance.  Upcycle a washbasin, source a tin bath, 

unwanted cooking dish, or an ornamental plant pot and use sealant to fill in the drainage holes. 

How to make a mini ornamental pond 

Step 1  'ÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓȟ ×ÁÓÈÉÎÇ ÁÎÙ ÇÒÉÔȾÇÒÁÖÅÌ ÉÎ ÒÁÉÎ×ÁÔÅÒ ÔÏ 
ÒÅÍÏÖÅ ÁÎÙ ÒÅÓÉÄÕÅȢ  0ÏÎÄ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÓÔÏÒÅÄ 
ÉÎ Á ÂÕÃËÅÔ ÏÆ ×ÁÔÅÒȢ   

Step 3   -ÏÓÔ ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÃÅÎÔÒÅ ÐÏÎÄ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ 
ÓÕÐÐÌÉÅÄ ÉÎ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÐÌÁÓÔÉÃ ÐÏÔÓȢ 4Ï ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÅ 
ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÌÏÎÇÅÖÉÔÙȟ ÉÔ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÐÌÁÎÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÎ 
ÁÑÕÁÔÉÃ ÂÁÓËÅÔ ɉÏÒ ÕÐÃÙÃÌÅ Á ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÐÌÁÓÔÉÃ 
ÍÅÓÈ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÅÒɊ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÌÌÏ×Ó Á ÆÒÅÅ ǨÏ× ÏÆ 
×ÁÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÒÏÏÔÓ ÁÔ ÁÌÌ ÔÉÍÅȢ  3ÅÌÅÃÔ Á 
ÐÏÔ ȬÏÎÅ ÓÉÚÅ ÕÐȭ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÎÔ ÉÎÔÏȢ                                         
 

(ÅÓÓÉÁÎ ÓÑÕÁÒÅÓ ÃÁÎ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ ÉÎÓÅÒÔÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔ ÅØÃÅÓÓ ÓÏÉÌ ÅÓÃÁÐÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÔÅÒ Ȣ 
0ÌÁÃÅ ÐÌÁÎÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÃÅÎÔÒÅ ÏÆ ÎÅ× ÐÏÔ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÃË 
ǢÒÍÌÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÁÑÕÁÔÉÃ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÔ  ÏÒ ÓÏÉÌȾÇÒÉÔ 
ÍÉØȢ 
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What you will need: 

¶ 3ÕÉÔÁÂÌÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÅÒ 

¶ 3ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÁÑÕÁÔÉÃ ɉÐÏÎÄɊ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ 

¶ !ÑÕÁÔÉÃ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÔ ɉÏÒ ÕÓÅ ÓÕÂÓÏÉÌ ÍÉØÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÇÒÉÔɊ 

¶ !ÑÕÁÔÉÃ ÐÌÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÂÁÓËÅÔÓ ɉÏÒ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒɊ    

¶ 0ÅÁ ÇÒÁÖÅÌȾÇÒÉÔ 

¶ 2ÕÌÅÒ ɉÔÏ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÄÅÐÔÈÓɊ 

¶ 2ÁÉÎ×ÁÔÅÒ ɉÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓÌÙ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÉÎ Á ÂÕÔÔ ÏÒ ÐÁÉÌɊ 

Step 2  )Æ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÓÕÂÓÏÉÌȟ ÍÉØ ΫΦȡΫΦ ×ÉÔÈ ÇÒÁÖÅÌȾÇÒÉÔ ÂÒÅÁËÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÁÎÙ ÃÌÕÍÐÙ 
ÂÉÔÓȢ  !ÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÖÅÌÙȟ ÕÓÅ ÂÁÇÇÅÄ ÁÑÕÁÔÉÃ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÔȢ  $ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÔÅÍÐÔÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÕÓÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÔ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÈÁÓ ÆÁÒ ÔÏÏ ÍÁÎÙ ÎÕÔÒÉÅÎÔÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÁÕÓÅ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÎÇ ÔÅÒÍȢ    

Step 1 

The finished product-to  be 

Step 2 
Step 3 



How to make a mini ornamental pond (cont) 

Step 4  3ÅÔÔÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÔȾÓÏÉÌ ÂÙ ÓÕÂÍÅÒÇÉÎÇ ÉÎ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÂÒÉÅǨÙȟ ÔÈÅÎ  ÁÄÄ Á 

ÇÏÏÄ ÌÁÙÅÒ ÏÆ ÇÒÉÔȾÇÒÁÖÅÌ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ËÅÅÐ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÉÌ ÉÎ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ×ÈÅÎ ÓÕÂÍÅÒÇÅÄ 

ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔÕÁÌ ÐÏÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÅÒȢ 

 

For more gardening activity ideas visit www.trellisscotland.org.uk/activities 

Need help, advice, or further information? visit our website or call 01738 624348 

2 

Step 5  0ÌÁÃÅ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÉÎ ǢÎÁÌ ÐÌÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎÓȢ  )Æ ÖÉÅ×ÅÄ ÏÎÌÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÎÅ ÓÉÄÅȟ 

ÐÌÁÃÅ ÔÁÌÌÅÒ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÃËȟ ÏÒ ÉÆ ÖÉÅ×ÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÌÌ ÁÒÏÕÎÄȟ ÐÌÁÃÅ 

ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÇÏÏÄ ÖÉÅ×ÉÎÇȢ 

0ÌÁÎÔ ÌÁÂÅÌÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÄÖÉÓÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÄÅÐÔÈ ÂÅÌÏ× ÔÈÅ ×ÁÔÅÒȭÓ ÓÕÒÆÁÃÅ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ 

ÂÅ ÐÌÁÃÅÄ ÁÔȢ  5ÓÅ ÂÒÉÃËÓ ȾÓÔÏÎÅÓȾÓÌÁÔÅȾÇÒÁÖÅÌ ÅÔÃ Ȣ ÔÏ ÁÄÊÕÓÔ ÐÌÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÄÅÐÔÈÓ 

ÔÏ ÓÕÉÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÓÔÅÐÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÎ ÅÓÃÁÐÅ ÒÏÕÔÅ ÆÏÒ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅȢ 

Step 6  3ÌÏ×ÌÙ ÁÄÄ ÒÁÉÎ×ÁÔÅÒ ÔÏ ǢÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÅÒ ÆÕÌÌÙȢ  !ÎÙ ÄÁÍÁÇÅÄ ÌÅÁÖÅÓ 

ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÒÅÍÏÖÅÄȢ  #ÈÏÏÓÅ ÈÁÒÄÙ ÐÏÎÄ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÓÕÒÖÉÖÅ Á ÃÏÌÄ 

×ÉÎÔÅÒɂ ÂÅ Á×ÁÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÍÁÌÌÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÒ ÉÔÓ ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ 

ÆÒÅÅÚÉÎÇ ÉÎ ×ÉÎÔÅÒȢ  )Æ ÅÁÓÉÌÙ ÍÏÖÅÄȟ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÐÏÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÅÒÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅÎÅǢÔ 

ÆÒÏÍ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÏÖÅÒ-×ÉÎÔÅÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÎ ÏÕÔÄÏÏÒ Á×ÎÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒȢ 

#ÌÅÁÒ Ïǟ ÏÂÖÉÏÕÓ ÄÅÁÄ ÁÎÄ ÄÙÉÎÇ ÌÅÁÖÅÓ ÉÎ ÌÁÔÅ !ÕÔÕÍÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÐÐÌÙ Á ÐÒÏÐÒÉȤ

ÅÔÁÒÙ ÁÑÕÁÔÉÃ ÐÌÁÎÔ ÆÏÏÄ ÉÎ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÃËÅÔ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎÓȢ 

Ensure blocks/bricks/stones/grit/gravel are pre-washed in rainwater to 

remove any residue and keep your pond crystal clear! 

Step 5 

Plants used in this trough container ȡ 

5ÐÒÉÇÈÔ :ÅÂÒÁ 2ÕÓÈ ɉ3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÓ ÌÁÃÕÓÔÒÉÓ ÚÅÂÒÉÎÕÓɊ ΧΦ-ΨΦÃÍ ÐÌÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÄÅÐÔÈ 

1ÕÉÒËÙ #ÏÒËÓÃÒÅ× 2ÕÓÈ ɉ*ÕÎÃÕÓ ÅǟÕÓÕÓ ÆȢ ÓÐÉÒÁÌÉÓɊ Φ-ΧΦÃÍ ÐÌÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÄÅÐÔÈ  

$×ÁÒÆ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÌÉÌÙ ɉ.ÙÍÐÈÁÅÁ ÐÙÇÍÁÅÁ ÈÅÌÖÏÌÁɊ ΧΦ-ΨΫÃÍ ÐÌÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÄÅÐÔÈ 

Dwarf water lily buds 

Step 6 

Step 4 

Alternatively ȡ ! ÃÈÁÒÉÔÙ ÓÈÏÐ ÇÌÁÓÓ ÂÏ×Ì ɉÏÒ Á ÒÅÃÙÃÌÅÄ ÐÌÁÓÔÉÃ ÂÏ×Ì ȟ ÉÆ 

ÍÏÒÅ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅɊȟ ÐÌÁÎÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÈÁÌÌÏ× ×ÁÔÅÒ ÌÏÖÉÎÇ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÍÉÎÔ 

ɉ-ÅÎÔÈÅ  ÐÕÌÅÇÉÕÍɊ ÉÓ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒÓ Á ÓÅÎÓÏÒÙ ÅØÐÌÏȤ

ÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÓÉÇÈÔȟ ÔÏÕÃÈȟ ÓÍÅÌÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÁÓÔÅȢ  )ÄÅÁÌ ÆÏÒ Á ÐÁÔÉÏ ÔÁÂÌÅ ÔÏÐ  "Å×ÁÒÅȡ  

"Å ÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÔÈÅ ÇÌÁÓÓ ÂÏ×Ì ÆÒÏÓÔ ÆÒÅÅ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ×ÉÎÔÅÒ ÏÒ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÒÁÃËȦ 

&ÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÓȟ ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÐÏÎÄÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÎÄ ÐÌÁÎÔ    

ÓÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÁÔȡ ×××ȢÐÕÄÄÌÅÐÌÁÎÔÓȢÃÏȢÕË 


